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FOLD OVER DISPLAY CASE WITH FASTENER 

RELATED APPLICATION(S) 

This Patent Application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(c) of the co- 
5 pending, co-owned United States Provisional Patent Application, Serial No. 60/409,405, 
filed September 9, 2002, and entitled, "FOLD OVER CASE WITH SNAP." The United 
States Provisional Patent Application, Serial No. 60/409,405, filed September 9, 2002, 
and entitled "FOLD OVER CASE WITH SNAP" is also hereby incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. 

10 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to the field of cases, especially to display cases for eyewear, 
including sunglasses and clip-on sunglasses, and methods of assembling the same. 

1 5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Clip-on sunglasses are sunglass lenses having a frame structure with no temple 
pieces. Instead of the temple pieces, clip-ons have clips or clasps that allow a wearer to 
attach the clip-ons to an existing pair of eyeglasses. Clip-ons can be packaged in a 
number of ways. Typically, a soft case much larger than the clip-on is fashioned to not 

20 only hold the clip-on but also to hold a product card including the product information, 
trademarks and other consumer information. The problem with this packaging type is 
that the soft case is usually discarded with the product card after purchase, because the 
size of the product card requires the manufacturer to create a soft case that is much larger 
than the clip-ons. Such a soft case has no utility after the product card is removed 

25 because it is usually too large to conveniently use as a permanent clip-on case. Similar 
problems exist with cases for ordinary sunglasses as well. 

What is needed is an improved case for display of eyewear and the like. It is 
toward these ends that the present invention is directed. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention provides a display apparatus for displaying a clip-on sunglass, 
sunglass or other product and a method of assembling the display apparatus. In one 
embodiment, the present invention is a display apparatus including a product card and a 
case that is closable with a fastener (e.g., a snap). The product card is removably 
attached to the case. In another embodiment, a method of assembling a display apparatus 
is provided in which a case that is closable with a fastener is assembled and a product 
card is removably attached to the case. 

The fastener may include a first portion coupled to a stationary portion of the case 
and a second portion coupled to a closable portion of the case. The closable portion of 
the case may include a flexible flap. The product card may include an area defined by a 
perforation. The product card may be removably attached to the case by the case being 
coupled to the perforated area of the product card, such that the area defined by the 
perforation is removed from the product card when the case is removed from the product 
card. The case may be coupled to the perforated area of the product card by the fastener. 
The product card may include an aperture to allow the product card to be hung for 
display. Printed matter may appear on the product card. 

The case may include a transparent flexible film from which the closable portion 
is formed and a rigid frame for inhibiting collapse of the case. The transparent flexible 
film may be wrapped around the rigid frame. The rigid frame may include end portions 
of the case and may also include a spanning member for holding the end portions in fixed 
positions with respect to one another. The rigid frame may include a nose piece portion 
for positioning eyewear within the case. 

These and other aspects of the invention are described in more detail herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS: 

Figure 1 illustrates a side view of an embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2A illustrates a rear view of the closable case in a closed position in 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
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Figure 2B illustrates a rear view of the closable case an open position in 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 3C illustrates a product card in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

5 Figure 3C illustrates a product card of in accordance with an alternate 

embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT INVENTION: 

The invention provides a display apparatus for displaying a clip-on sunglass, 

10 sunglass or other product and a method of assembling the display apparatus. While the 
description herein is primarily directed to a case for a eyewear, such as a clip-on sunglass 
or other sunglass, such a case may hold other eyewear products or products unrelated to 
eyewear. A product card is removably attached to the display case. The apparatus, along 
with its contents, may be presented for sale. A consumer having purchased the apparatus 

15 may then remove the product card from the case and utilize the case for eyewear or any 
other product. The case may be made of a flexible material, a rigid material, a 
transparent material, an opaque material or any combination thereof. 

The case is closable with a snap or other fastener. One portion of the fastener is 
coupled to the closable portion of the case (e.g., a lid or flap) may be a two-part clam 

20 shell type design. The clam shell is closed over the closable portion of the case and the 
product card. By perforating the product card, the case may be easily removed form the 
product card by pulling the case off the product card, thus breaking the perforation and 
leaving a small portion of the product card with the fastener. Preferably, though not 
necessarily, the perforation extends all the way through the product card. The case may 

25 also be removably attached to the product card using other means including adhesive, a 
hook and loop fastener, such as Velcro, or one or more studs or rivets (which may be 
metal or plastic), and may include a combination of two or more attaching means. 
Further, the case can be closed by folding an outside flap over the product. The case 
preferably also includes a rigid frame which may help to protect the product from being 

30 crushed. The following description and described figures depict a preferred, as well as 
other alternative embodiments of the present invention, and is not intended to be limiting. 
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For example, other sizes and shapes of display cases may be constructed in accordance 
with the teachings herein. 

Figure 1 depicts a side view of an embodiment of the present invention. The 
display apparatus 100 includes both a product card 102 and a closable case 104. The 
5 closable case 104 has a case frame 105 that forms the ends 116 (Figures 2 A and 2B) of 
the closable case 104 and may also form the bottom of the closable case 104. This case 
frame 105 is preferably made of an opaque, plastic material which is rigid so as to protect 
any product that may be placed in the closable case 104 from being crushed. It will be 
apparent that the case frame 105 may be made of other materials, however, including 

10 materials that are not opaque, or materials that are not rigid to prevent crushing. Because 
the case frame 105 preferably forms the ends 1 16 of the case 104, its shape will affect the 
shape of the case 104. For containing eyewear, the ends 1 16 of the case are preferably 
substantially oval shaped. However, it will be apparent that other shapes may be more 
suitable to other contents. Further embodiments may also omit the case frame 105 

15 depicted in Figure 1, in which case, the case 104 be of frameless or soft construction. 

Still referring to Figure 1, a flexible film is preferably wrapped around the frame 
105 and, at one end, forms the closable flap 106. The film of a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention is made of a flexible, transparent material, and this material extends 
beyond the closable flap 106 portion so as to form the sides of the closable case 104. In a 

20 preferred embodiment, this transparent, flexible material is secured to the case frame 105 
with pins 107 as depicted in Figure 1 though another fastening or adhering technique may 
be used. The flap 106 is left free so that the case 104 may be opened and closed using the 
flap 106. Alternative embodiments of the present invention will include the entire 
closable case 104 constructed from the same material as that of the closable flap 106. 

25 Alternative embodiments will also include the closable flap 106 constructed from other 
materials that are less flexible, not transparent and different than that of the material 
constructing the closable case 104. 

Also depicted in Figure 1, a fastener 108 allows the closable case 104 to be fixed 
in a closed position. The fastener 108 depicted here is a snap including a male portion 

30 110 coupled to the closable case 104 and a female portion 1 12 coupled to the closable 
flap 106. It will be apparent that the positions of the male portion 1 10 and the female 



4 



Atty. Dkt. No. DIOP-06301 



portion 1 12 may be interchanged. It will also be apparent that the fastener 108 could be 
some other fastening device other than a snap, such as a hoop and loop fastener (e.g., 
Velcro). Figure 1 depicts the closable case 104 in an open position; closing the fastener 
108 by joining the male portion 110 and the female portion 1 12 will allow the closable 
5 case 104 to remain in a closed position and to retain any contents. 

Still referring to Figure 1, the product card 102 is shown partially detached to the 
closable flap 106. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the product card 
102 includes a fastener anchor 1 14 that is coupled to the female portion 1 12 of the 
fastener 108, e.g., via an aperture in the card 102 and flap 106, thereby anchoring the 

10 closable flap 106 to the product card 104. Alternative embodiments may include the 
product card 102 being attached to the side of the closable case 104 opposite to the 
closable flap 106. A preferred embodiment will also include one or more additional 
attachment devices 120, such as an adhesive strip, or studs or rivets which extend through 
an aperture in the card 102 and in the case 104, to further facilitate attaching the product 

15 card 102 to case 104. As shown in Figure 1, the additional attachment device 120 affixes 
the card 102 to the flap 106. Alternative embodiments will include additional attachment 
means and combinations of such means with or without the adhesive strip 120 and the 
fastener anchor 1 14 and with the attachment means being in different positions. 
Additional features of the product card 102 are discussed in connection with Figures 3 A 

20 and 3B herein. 

Referring now to Figures 2A and 2B, the closable case 104 of a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is depicted as viewed from the rear of the closable 
case 104, i.e., facing the closable flap 106. As can be seen in this view, the case frame 
105 includes a spanning member 1 15 for holding the end portions 1 16 of the frame in 

25 fixed positions with respect to one another and a nose piece 109 for preventing a product 
such as sunglasses or clips-on from shifting or moving within the closable case 104. Of 
course, alternative embodiments may not include such a nose piece 109, and as stated 
earlier, may not even include a case frame 105. The product card 102 (Figure 1) is not 
illustrated in Figures 2 A and 2B, so as to depict the closable case 104 separate and apart 

30 from the product card 102. The fastener 108 is shown holding the closable flap 106 in a 
closed position and the fastener anchor 1 14 coupled to the fastener 108, while being 
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unattached from the product card 102. This operation will be discussed in greater detail 
below. 

Referring now to Figure 2B, the closable case 104 is depicted from the rear in an 
open position. The closable flap 106 is coupled to the female portion 1 12 of the fastener 
5 108 while the male portion 1 10 of the fastener 108 is coupled to the closable case 104. 
As previously mentioned, the pins 107 may secure the flexible, transparent material that 
makes up the closable case 104 to the case frame 105. 

Alternate embodiments of the product card 102 are illustrated in Figures 3 A and 
3B. In Figure 3 A, the product card includes an aperture 122 for hanging the product 
10 card, such as on a display stand. The aperture 122 can be of any suitable shape. It should 
also be noted that the product card 1 02 is configured for receiving printing. This may 
include, for example, product descriptions, trade names, trademarks, warnings, 
instructions, ingredients, etc., which may be printed on either side (or both sides) of the 
product card. 

15 Still referring to Figure 3 A, a perforation 124 defines a detachable area 126. 

Preferably, the perforation 124 extends through the card 102 so that the card 102 can be 
easily removed, in which case, the perforation is visible from both sides of the card 102. 
The detachable area 126 may be of any shape and size suitable for the particular 
embodiment. Similarly, the card 102, itself, may be of any shape and size suitable for the 

20 particular embodiment. For example, Figure 3 A illustrates an embodiment of the card 
102 that is substantially rectangular having rounded corners, while Figure 3B shows an 
alternative product card 102 shape in which the uppermost side is bowed along its length. 

Figure 3B also illustrates depicts the previously described fastener anchor 1 14 
which may be present when the product card 102 is attached to the closable case 104 

25 (though the case 104 is not illustrated in Figure 3B). The fastener anchor 1 14 is 

preferably coupled such that the fastener anchor 1 14 is wholly within the detachable area 
126 of the product card 102, thereby allowing a purchaser of the product to tear the 
product card 102 away from the closable case 104 by simply pulling the closable case 
104 and allowing the perforation 124 to release. This allows the fastener anchor 1 14 to 

30 stay with the closable case 104 as depicted in Figure 2 A. 
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Referring to Figures 1 and 3 B, a method of the present invention includes 
assembling the display apparatus 100 such that the closable case 104 is removably 
attached to the product card 102 as described above. This may include securing the 
product card 102 to the closable flap 106 by coupling the fastener anchor 1 14 to the 

5 fastener 108. Coupling the anchor 1 14 to the fastener may also include forming an 

aperture though both the card 102 and the flap 106. The anchor fastener 1 14 is preferably 
assembled such that it is wholly contained in the detachable area 126 of the product card 
102, facilitating the removal of the product card 102 from the closable case 104. Also, an 
attachment device 120, such as one or more adhesive strips or studs or rivets, is attached 

10 to the product card 102 for further securing of the product card 102 to the closable case 
104. Alternatively, the closable case 104 may be assembled to be removably attached to 
the product card in other ways as combinations as discussed previously. 

The present invention has been described in terms of specific embodiments 
incorporating details to facilitate the understanding of the principles of construction and 

15 operation of the invention. Such reference herein to specific embodiments and details 

thereof is not intended to limit the scope of the claims appended hereto. For example, the 
display apparatus may also be used to display other products. It will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that modifications can be made in the embodiment chosen for illustration 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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